THE SOLOMON ISLANDS GETS CLOSER TO THE
GOVERNMENT
Governments may take different measures to provide information
even in the absence of a right to information law. In the Solomon
Islands, the government made an agreement with an organisation
that operates computer “information kiosks” in rural areas. The
kiosks are used to send out a weekly news bulletin on government

activities to reach people living in rural areas. As well as keeping
people better informed about what the government is doing, the
kiosks also give them a means to provide feedback to the
government.
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YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO OBTAIN INFORMATION FROM YOUR
GOVERNMENT

You vote the government to power and your taxes are used to carry
out a range of public welfare schemes and activities.

So, when the government is elected by you and run by your money,
shouldn't it tell you what it is doing and why?

THE UGANDANS SAVED THEIR MONEY THROUGH THEIR
RIGHT TO INFORMATION

The right to information is a practical way to become more
involved in developing the programmes that directly affect our
lives. For example, in 2002 in Uganda, an environmental
organisation used their constitutionally guaranteed right to
information to make the government give them information about
a dam they were planning to build. The information they were
given showed them that "Ugandans will pay hundreds of millions
of dollars in excessive power payments if the World-Bank-
financed Bujagali Dam proceeds according to plan." As a result,
the projectwas puton hold'.

Now it's your chance to use your right to information and
participate in your democracy

PEOPLE POWER IN INDIA

In India, the poorest people got together and fought for a specific
law to ensure that they would get information from the
government. They proclaimed ‘You are spending our money,
show us the accountbooks!’ They got the law they wanted.
Because of therightto information in India:
Poor people got the subsidised food grains they were entitled
to from the government
People made sure the government built new roads and
repaired old ones
Doctors started making regular visits to local healthcare
centres

Schools received the free first aid kits they were entitled to.
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