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HOME (PRISONS.B) DEPARTMENT

Memo No.6460/Pri.B(2)/2006-6 Dated 23.5.2006

Sub: Prisons Department — Appointment of Non Official Visitors to the
Central Prisons and District Jails Report Called for — Reg.
Ref: 1. D.O. Letter No. 6460/Pri.B(2)/2006-1 Dated 3.3.2006 and
Dated 12.5.2006 :
2. From the Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative, New Delhi
Booklet on Prisons visiting system in A.P. 2005,
Yok
A Copy of the Booklet received with the reference cited in which the

Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative, New Delhi have made certain major
findings in regard to Prisons Visiting System in A.P.2005 is furnished herewith to the
All Collectors and District Magistrates.

The All Collectors and District Magistrates are therefore directed to follow

the following instructions - scrupulously in the matter .

g,

©

Review, as chairperson of Board of Visitors to Prisons the functioning of
Prison Visits by official and non-official visitors in the district, and take
appropriate steps to revive and rejuvenate and carry forward prison reforms.

. Select public-spirited persons of integrity, interested in prison reforms work

and rehabilitation of offenders, preferably having experience in the fields of
education, medicine and\or social reforms and a proof of involvement in
community work as potential candidates for appointment of non-official
visitors.

Submit proposals to Government through Director General of Prisons and
Correctional Services, Andhra Pradesh, Hyderabad for appointment of at least
two Non-Official Visitors including one woman to sub-jails and in case of
other prisons as specified in the AP Prison Rule 27(1).

. Start the process of selection of panel three months prior to expected

vacancies on expiry of term of existing panel of visitors and not permit any
time gap between appointments.

Draw a larger list of potential candidates from their own source, procure
letters of intent and consent and prepare a panel out of the list and forward
the same to the government.

Ensure that appointments are communicated to non-official visitors through
prison superintendents soon after their appointment and maintain records of
their acceptance.

Call for a meeting of non-official visitors soon after their appointment and
prepare a weekly roster of visits for each prison by official and non-official
visitors as per Prison Rule 28(1).

Instruct the prison superintendent to supply a copy of AP Prison Rules 1979
to the office of collector, joint collector and concerned district ex-officio
visitors.

Supply prison-visiting guidelines to all the official and non-official visitors
and ensure that they are strictly adhered to during their visits and after,
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Instruct all the visitors that after every visit to prison a detailed note of all
their remarks, suggestions and complaints on prison living conditions in the
Prison Visitors Book is mandatory as per Section 12 of the Prisons Act 1894,

Instruct all the prison superintendents that complete contact details of all the
visitors be displayed inside and outside the prison premises as per Prison
Rule 38 as well as under Right to Information Act, 2005.

Instruct the prison superintendent to make arrangements for all the visitors to
interact with prisoners in a free and fair atmosphere.

Instruct the prison superintendents to forward all the prison visitors’ notes
with administrative position on implementation of each suggestion to prison
headquarters as well as all the concerned ex-officio visitors including District
Magistrate as per Prison Rule 33.

As chairperson, constitute the Board of Visitors to Prisons out of ex-officio
visitors, ex-officio non-official visitors and non-official visitors as per Prison
Rule 28(1).

Instruct prison superintendent to fix the dates of and agenda for Board of
Visitors in consultation with you in advance and inform all the visitors
accordingly.

Hold at least one meeting of the Board once in a quarter in the prison
premises of Central or District jails with all visitors to all the jails in the district
as per Prison Rule 28(1).

Instruct Joint Collectors to chair the meetings of Board, if not able to do so
themselves.

Ensure discussions on Visitors’ Notes at the Board Meetings along with action
taken report and recommendations of official and non-official visitors.

Ensure that adequate number of visits (as decided in the roster) are made by
visitors, review the performance of visitors in the Board meetings and issue
suitable instructions and guidance to all the visitors to perform their duties
with due diligence.

Consider those non-official visitors who fail to visit fhe prison for a period of
two months as having vacated office and take steps to replace them promptly
in consultation with government as per Prison Rule 28(2).

Communicate all the minutes of Boards meetings to 1. Prison Headquarters, 2
The Home Department, 3. State Human Rights Commission, 4. State Legal
Service Authority for further instructions.

Consider instituting public recognition or award for performance of
deemonstrably excellent services as visitors to prisons.

Play a key role in the selection of non-official visitors and their involvement in
the meetings of Board, perform this regulatory as well as reformatory function
with due diligence and preside over the prison reforms at the district level,
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PAUL BHUYAN
SPECIAL CHIEF SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT

To
All Collectors and District Magistrates, (in name cover)
All District Jails.
All Central Prisons.
The Director General and Inspector General of Prisons and Correctional Services,
Andhra Pradesh, Hyderabad.
Copy to Prisoners Agriculture Colony, Ananthapur/Cherlapalli.
Copy to Commanwealth
B-117, Sarvodaya Enclave,
Ist Floor,
New Delhi 110017
y to Dr. K. Murali, Consultant,
Commonweralth Human Rights Initiative,
P1, Rathnanidhi Towers,
Snehapuri Colony,
Hyderabad-500076.
Sf/sc.

//FORWARDED BY ORDER//




